
Aberdeenshire Council  
 

• Whether schools in your area will have individual transition plans for children with 
autism returning to school, and other transition planning for children with 
additional support needs (and the extent to which these will be in place for the 
return to school, or at some stage in August) 

 
Single and multi-agency GIRFEC assessment and planning processes have 
continued throughout lockdown. This expectation was reinforced in a joint 
statement issued by the Aberdeenshire GIRFEC Strategic Group to the 
multi-agency workforce in April. As such, individual transition plans are in 
place, or are in the process of being developed, for those children and 
young people who require them. In some instances, particularly where a 
child or young person needs very explicit, concrete plans which are 
carefully explained to them in advance, it was not possible to finalise plans 
prior to the summer break due to the uncertainty of the situation. Planning 
for these children and young people will be a priority when schools re-open. 
 
A number of pupils with additional support needs have blended placements 
between their local school and an enhanced provision/community resource 
hub school, or an independent provider. Guidance was issued to 
Aberdeenshire schools in June to support transition planning for these 
pupils.  
 
Aberdeenshire Schools maximised the use of technology to support virtual 
transition planning for pupils. Guidance was issued to schools highlighting 
potential barriers associated with this approach for pupils with additional 
support needs, and outlining helpful strategies and adaptations. 
 
A range of supports and resources to support transitions for pupils with 
additional support needs, including autism, have been made available to 
schools and parents: 
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/as/aberdeenshireeps/transition/  

 

• Whether any particular secondary schools in your area have particular challenges 
in relation to the school estate available as to whether social distancing can be 
maintained while still enabling all students to attend?  
 
Secondary schools have been conducting risk assessments for each 
establishment. They have engaged with parents and stakeholders 
accordingly. Arrangements will be in place in each secondary school to 
make expectations clear to pupils on their return. This will be monitored and 
reviewed in line with risk assessments and Scottish Government guidance. 
 

• Whether any schools in your area intend to have a phased approach to the return 
to school, for example whether a council wide decision has been made on this, or 
schools have the option of a phased return. If decisions have been made on the 
phased return, whether there is a date by which all schools plan to be back at full 
capacity (for example the end of August)  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.glowscotland.org.uk%2Fas%2Faberdeenshireeps%2Ftransition%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ces.submissions%40parliament.scot%7Ce1081cbaeb7f4f3a50ad08d83ad42526%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C1%7C637324030123103502&sdata=9kMvGNeOz0rai6rkiRBB3MIyjHUK5AsDnbHxbaum5GY%3D&reserved=0


Schools have an option of a phased return. There is no central 
determination of the arrangements; each school’s headteacher is 
implementing an appropriate return based on health and safety and 
wellbeing of pupils. All Aberdeenshire pupils are expected to return to full 
time schooling from 18 August. 
 

• Whether there will be sufficient PPE in place in schools when schools return and, 
if not, a sense of the scale of this issue.  
 
All schools are provided with sufficient PPE. 

 


